COLLECTOR
The story of the Formula 1 drivers’ autograph hunte

His name is Rafal Rokicki. He is one of the temést collectors of autographs of Formula 1 driverthe
world. He travels for them all over the world, westthem letters, calls their relatives and sometimeshes
them to delete their own accounts made on Faceldbokn be called crazy. But no crazier than thgsgu
who sit down every two weeks in a racing car arghran the route at speed of 300 kilometers per.hour
Rafal Rokicki - just a very passionate person. Hetes story.

My first autograph | got in 1994. | wrote to theate Ligier, asked to send me stickers as a souvienir.
response they sent me three signed cards. DrikeicsBernard, Eric Comas and Mark Blundell. | thbtg
"Wow. This is much better than just stickers." THemrote to Lotus and got autographs of Alex Zanard
and Johnny Herbert. Then everything just startedefM arrived at the Grand Prix first time, | abtgdhad

a good collection.

The first race to which | went - the Hungarian Gtdrix in 1999. | was young and had to spend enough
time to save money for that. That time | took tlwograph myself for the first time. The first waavid
Coulthard. McLaren have had a press conferencénated in Budapest. | waited for him to completeniv

to him and asked for signature. Now | have abausignatures of David.

Rafal Rokicki

Born in the Polish city of Czestochowa. He is 34&fyeld. He graduated computer science at the local
Polytechnic. Since 2006 he has been living in iréJavorking for IBM. Married, one 8-year-old daught
He's interested in Formula 1 since 1989. He isadBMcLaren team and "in general supports all it
Schumacher and Vettel."

From 1950 in Formula 1 participated approx. 85@ats. | have autographs of 503 of them. That isemor
than a half. About 400 drivers of all had died, buittrying to get their autographs, too. Aroundl1Mave.
From well-known: Ronnie Petterson. Michele AlboreAgrton Senna. Most recently, | have finally hae t
autograph of Graham Hill. But, for example, Albeftscari, | do not.

Of those pilots who are still alive, | don’'t hawet@graphs of 17.

One of the most problematic - John Barber. He lmesa yacht in the Mediterranean Sea and veryyrarel
returns to land. And how to get him?

Of course, you can buy autographs. Give me €2000'kuget another 20 autographs of those whomveha
not. But | don’t buy autographs. | have to feedfayily.

The most expensive are those who died early, amd gq@te famous. Jim Clark. But there are excepgtion
Very expensive Ricardo Paletti - the guy who dietha Grand Prix of Canada in 1982. He startedijust
one race and had no time to give a lot of autoggaph

The most expensive? Perhaps Alberto Ascari. It ddnd around 300 pounds. Juan Manuel Fangio? No,
Fangio is very cheap. €40 - max. As couple of beesaspub... | have Fangio’s one.

Yes, | sold autograph once. In 1994 | had a very card of Karl Wendlinger with his signature. k gan
April from the team. Then he had an accident in kam did not participate in the race until the ehthat
season. Then | got an offer from a collector int3a&riand. He was ready to exchange a few autographs
Karl from 1993, give me an autograph of JJ Lehtd &h00. It was very good money, and | agreed. Do |
regret? Yes. But then $100 was not small for me.

| have a website. | opened it in 1998. It was pbiypane of the first site dedicated to autographSarmula
1 drivers. | know many other collectors. Some hstagted collecting autographs back in the 1970$.1Bu
think | was the first who presented collectionhe network.



| rather not exchange autographs with those whanit&know. Of course, you cannot be 100% sure wdreth
it is genuine signature. But if it is on the padgumgramme or on an old magazine, it is likelig really
original.

| know many other collectors. One lives in Austiile met together by a chance. Once | wrote a ladter
Yuko Katayama ... Where? Using his personal addne3apan, it was easy to find out. And so, | $emt a
couple of photos to be signed. But in reply he saatback another shot. He was shown with another
person. After some years, | found the same photd-arebook. This man was a collector. Yuko just
swapped our letters. My card was sent to the Aarstrbut his to myself. Then we exchanged these
autographs. It can happen.

Schumacher’s address? Of course, | have the addfeéSshumacher. This is not such a big secret. All
collectors know it. Vettel? Too. But | don’t havetRov’s address...

There is one guy who does not want to sign anythBrgush Niemann. | found his page on Facebook,
wrote to him. He did not answer. Then | wrote te thaughter, asking her for a help. Why are youhHagy

It is normal for collectors. Sometimes we needeach driver asking his family. Sometimes it worRst

not in this case. A day later he removed his peofil

| have autographs of all the drivers who at leastigpated in Friday’s training, since July 199he last
missed is Roland Ratzenberger.

| have six large folders. Until 1994, all divided thecade: 1950s, 1960s and so on. Since 1994, sgaspn

is separate. I'm trying to get autographs of aldhvers acting in the championships. Even it¢éadly have
their last year's signature. This season is alnctted. We will see, maybe somebody else will be
participating.

Another drivers - George Eaton, he had about 1&sracthe late 1960s - early 1970s. Nobody knowsrevh
to find him. In this kind we try to work together groups. Sometimes it works. He’s somewhere inaGan
but cannot find his home address.

| never ask to sign a lot of photos at once, s@lgeonderstand that I'm not going to sell theiroguaphs
later making business from that. But | know thadtaer collector once sent 20 photos to Jack Brabham
And all of them have been signed.

On the Internet in two or three hours you can fahmost any address. Especially, when it is in tinged
States. Privacy in America - is a myth. If you knthe name and city, you can find anything you wapt,

to the mobile number.

| remember when | phoned Peter de Klerk in SoutficAf But he has bad hearing - it was hard for tam
communicate, because he could not realize whantedafrom him. He said: "I'll give you my wife." \tHi
her, we quickly agreed everything. She confirmeat tthave found the correct address, and told nsenal
photos.

With one of the driver we had a longer correspoodei asked for an autograph, and he sent me a long
letter describing his whole career, sent a fewupest and asked to tell something about myselplied that

| live in Ireland - he wrote that he had raced ¢hatrthe beginning of his career. The track waatkxtjust a

few kilometers from my workplace.

Current drivers are sold poorly. The most expenpiiee that | can remember was Maria de Villotapwh
does not even come out at the start. Immediategr &kr accident, her Marussia card was purchased o
Ebay for around £50.

The most pleasant guys in communication - the dsia the beginning of F1 career. Giedo van ded&ar
and Dani Clos - very friendly. With stars it is kies. For the first time an autograph from FernaAdlanso
| took in 2003. He was in Poland immediately atiés victory in Hungary. | gave him a photograph in



which he was still in the Minardi. He said: "Oh, gt car” - and happily signed. Now getting autqgh

from him is much more difficult.

Michael, like Fangio, - very cheap. He was raciog 9o many years and he managed to sign, perhaps, a
million of pictures. For example much more is wddht year signed cards of Marussia Virgin. Or ial cd
Chinese HRT test driver. It is quite valuable. Amd will be more expensive than Michael.

Do the drivers recognize me? No, | do not thinkisowever, Schumacher has excellent memory for faces
If you take an autograph from him, and then tryg&d another one the next day, he might not sign it
Saying: "Can | have your autograph?" he replieairéady gave you one yesterday".

Last year there was a funny story. | was waitingdigvers near the track in Barcelona. Mark Weldrewe.

| had with me a photograph of him driving Red BailJerez in 2010. | asked him to sign. He took the
picture, put on the steering wheel and was clok®iing at it. Long enough to become nervous. Ineve

thought that was wrong - maybe gave him a pictdr¥eitel etc. But after a few seconds, he just :said

"Jerez, the last turn”. At the picture it was jastar and a barrier - nothing more.

Would you like a scary story? That was Clemar Bu¥ess, you do not know him. He raced in the 19%50s.
took me a long time to get his address. Finallpt this. We agreed everything and he asked mernd se
photos to be autographed. That was in 2010, ar@imigtmas. | prepared three photos sent to himdibe
not respond for a long time. Then, in January,unfb in the internet sad news that he died a fews day
before. | thought that | was too late and won't lgigstautograph. But even a few days later recedvisdter.
Signed photographs! The envelope was stamped g#&loHore his death.

Now my friends say not to send them any letterasiy.

| got most of the autographs for about 10 years &fgat time, | used to send 20 letters a montmtspeery
day for several hours on the internet, searchingdolresses. Now I'm a master. People write to skeng,
"Rafal, whose autograph is it?" | look at it andpend, for example: "This is Ricardo Rosset."

| do not know how much money my collection is woitltan only guess. Perhaps someone might agree to
buy it for 5 to 7 thousand euro. | probably could/la car. Not new, but quite good. | do not knowave
never considered this option.

Pictures:

Heikki Kovalainen, a driver-collector:

My own a book with collection of autographs. Thevere basically rally drivers. | often went with my
parents at the races in Finland. The first timeweat in 1992 in Jyvaskyla. The first autograph 1 fjom
Sebastian Lindholm, a cousin of Marcus Gronholmer&h got also Colin McRae. It was his first rane i
Finland, after which he became very popular inaauntry. He was at the Subaru Legacy and sevenakti
got into an accident which were very strong. Heddrover a total of probably seventy times, bukéyet
going. | have many photos from there - his car wrashed from all sides. Then we became friends with
Colin. I met him in 1999 at the Race of Champianghie Canary Islands. After the race we had a garty
the participants. We had very good fun with him armslbrother Alistair. | am still in touch with hfamily.
From the Finns, | have almost all the autographimious racers, who were at that time: Hannu Mi&kol
Timo Salonen, Tommi Makinen, Harri Rovanpera, JGaacun. Juha actually did not want to give me an
autograph. | went to his service car, knocked endibor, but he did not want to open. But there veehdts
who seemed to see me. They said: "Juha, what are.yble's very small." Only after that he openasl t
door and quickly signed it. Now we are with himg ttamiliar. He recently invited me to his winery in
France. I'll have to call him.

From Formula 1 racing, | have only two: Keke Roghand JJ Lehto. Keke is also performed in the ralty
home | even have a picture, which I'm standing n@kim. Next time | have to ask for an autograph.

Jenson Button: "My first autograph | took at th®©33%Furopean Grand Prix in Donington Park. | went to
McLaren and saw boxes of Michael Andretti. | was yiEars old, | was very embarrassed, ashamed.
Actually, | was looking for Ayrton Senna. But thewas just Michael. So | had to ask him to sign. "



Lewis Hamilton: "My first - Mark Blundell. | askefbr his autograph in 1995. Then | raced in karting,
was my first year. He was also on the track. | wienrace and went to him. We took pictures together
gave me an autograph. It was the first Formulaxdedrwhom | met in person. "

Felipe Massa: "l do not collect autographs, buteohsaw Ayrton Senna on the beach. He was with the
girls, | tried to come up, but he refused to si§mce then, | was rooting for Nelson Piquet. Nowgw I'm
asked for autographs, | never refuse, becausedmdrar that feeling."”

Translate from russian — Google Translate; improbgdRR.
Original article: http://motor.ru/articles/2012/0&B/collector



